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遺跡・調査技術研究室：窯跡の磁気探査
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As Japan entered the latter half of the 1960s, large-scale con-
struction and development began everywhere in conjunction with 
the rapid economic growth, and many archaeological sites faced 
crises of destruction. But archaeological specialists were scarce 
among personnel of regional public organizations at the time, and 
no system was yet in place for the excavation of sites prior to these 
projects. In order to bring resolution to this situation, the Center 
for  Archaeological Operations was set up in April 1974 within 
the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties as an 
organization to carry out the following functions: (1) providing 
technical guidance and support related to the excavation of sites 
and the processing and preservation of artifacts carried out by 
regional public organizations, (2) providing technical training for 
personnel of regional public organizations in charge of excava-
tions, and (3) sharing and making publicly accessible information 
regarding buried cultural properties.
Starting with six staffers in three sections, the Center expanded 
in scale to eight sections in 1983, but with the Institute’s con-
version to an independent administrative agency it was reorga-
nized into seven sections in 2001, among which those related 
to information technology and international cooperation were 
transferred in 2006 to the Department of Planning and Coordi-
nation. Since then, the Center has maintained the four sections 
of Archaeological Research Methodology, Conservation Science, 
Dendrochronological Dating, and Environmental Archaeology, 
an organization based on the central projects of archaeological 
research and the utilization of the results.
While the task of the Center for Archaeological Operations 
has been consistently linked in intimate fashion with the nation’s 
management of cultural properties from the time of its establish-
ment, in order to carry out its duties in response to the demands 
of society at any particular time, it is vital to maintain a rich pro-
gram of basic research. Though the Center greeted its 40th an-
niversary in the spring of 2014, it hopes to continue to conduct 
its activities in a flexible and positive manner towards the goals of 
advancing scientific studies of cultural properties, and repaying 
society with the results.
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埋蔵文化財センター
The Center for Archaeological Opera-
tions Greets Its 40th Anniversary
年代学研究室：薬師寺東塔解体修理にともなう年輪年代調査
Dendrochronological Dating Section: Dendrochronological 
investigation in conjunction with the dismantling and repair of the 
Eastern Pagoda, Yakushiji temple
26
トピックス　Topics
